1. Using up-to-date information, you need to research both companies, Amazon and Target. In a minimum of two paragraphs for each company, provide a company background. At a minimum, you must include a brief company history, the company's industry, market, and any major company news that has or may impact either the company or its industry over the past year.

2. Using up-to-date information, you need to research the stock market activity for both companies, Amazon and Target. In a minimum of one paragraph for each company, provide information about the company’s stock market activity during 2017 and 2018. At a minimum, you must summarize the market activity of your company’s stock, including the current stock quote and market activity over the most recent two years (you could insert a stock chart) for both companies. In addition, explain trends and events that may have influenced the company’s stock. Hint: You should have found the information in Discussion Question #1 about company events that may impact the company overall, including the stock market.

3. Define a merchandising business. Provide examples of merchandising businesses. What are some advantages to operating a merchandising business?

4. Watch the following video to assist you in creating a multiple-step income statement for Target and Amazon. 
           Prepare a Multiple Step Income Statement (Financial Accounting Tutorial #32)
Review the multiple-step income statements that you have completed and evaluate the information. If you had to decide which company was more successful using only the multiple-step income statement you created, which one would you be more likely to invest in and why?  Please note, you must explain why and provide sufficient reasoning to support your decision. If this is not provided, you will lose points. 

5. Research and then discuss the implications of financing through debt as they compare to financing through equity. What are the pros and cons of each method? Which method would you use to raise capital for your business? Using the 2017 Annual Report information provided for Amazon and Target, review and compare the debt to equity ratios, and any additional notes/disclosures relative to debt and equity financing for both companies. Do you believe that each company has made the best decisions with respect to how to raise capital for the company? What conclusions can be drawn from the information provided in the annual reports? If you were in charge, would you have handled it differently and why?

6. Research and then discuss the two types of equity found on the balance sheet that contribute to total stockholder’s equity for the corporation. With respect to rewarding stockholder investment, which of these components of equity is most important? Explain why? Using the 2017 Annual Report information provided for Amazon and Target, review the total stockholder’s equity for both companies. What types of conclusions can you draw based on the information provided? Are operations playing a key role in increasing value for the stockholders of the company? Please explain your answers.

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Research and then discuss what information the statement of cash flow shares that provides greater insight into the sustainability of a company’s operations? What types of cash flow activities indicate positive results and successful cash management? What types of cash flow activities might indicate trouble or inability to successfully manage or produce necessary cash? Reviewing the statement of cash flows from 2017 for Amazon and Target, what types of cash flow conclusions can you draw based on the information provided?



